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CLUB NOTICES 


Tonight’s speaker is... 

Christine Porter 

...and she will be talking about the intertidal environments on the Surf Coast. Christine’s interest arose from work 
undertaken as a Research Fellow at Deakin University several years ago. With Barry Traill she wrote the VNPA’s 
2001 Nature Conservation Review. 

Aprii is the AGM 

...and the speaker wiii be Grant Baverstock 

the April general meeting Grant Baverstock will give a presentation on some of the bat projects he has been 
working on in the region for the past few years. Grant's talk will focus on the recent establishment of the Grey¬ 
headed Flying-fox colony in Eastern Park, Geelong, and some of the management considerations of this colony. 
Another critical project has been searching local rivers and stream in the search for the rare Southern Myotis, a bat 
confined to riparian zones. 

Grant has been researching micro-bats for the past 25 years, and is a member of the Australasian Bat Society, 
Australian Mammal Society, Victorian Field Naturalists Club and Birds Australia. 


Club Excursion 


Point Addis intertidai area 
Sunday 20 March 

Leaders: Christine Porter & Ciaire Greenweii 

T he rocky shores at Point Addis support a rich marine flora and fauna. 

They are part of the Point Addis Marine National Park that extends from Jan 
Juc to Anglesea, an area protected for high natural values and as a 
representative example of sandstone reefs. 

Diversity of marine life, particularly marine algae, increases from high water 
mark down to low water mark on the shore. We will be following the tide out, 
discovering what animals and plants live where and learning about how they 
survive in this harsh environment. Predicted low tide time is 12.00 noon. 

The reef can be slippery and sharp and you will probably get your feet wet. 
We recommend sturdy shoes with good soles but not your best hiking boots, 
as seawater is not kind to leather. Also, bring clothing to cope with every 
season, sun protection and all food and drink needs. 

Schedule: 

9.00 am Meet at Meeting Room, Clairvaux Catholic School, Reynolds 
Road, Belmont. 

9.45 am Arrive at Pt Addis car park. Time for quick cuppa. 

10.00 am Head down onto the shore. 

12.30 am Head back to carpark via longer route. 

1.00 pm Lunch and discussion. 

2.30 pm Arrive back at Clairvaux. 

NB: Members with other natural history interests may wish to explore the 
surrounding ironbark forest in the afternoon, so perhaps this could be factored 
into carpooling arrangements. 
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GFNC Bellarine excursion 
2 February 2005 
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President’s Corner 
March 2005 
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...John Bottom ley 


Moving on and thanks 


M 


any of you are by now aware that my wife, Jocelyn, and I will soon be leaving Geelong. We are 
now both retired and have decided that we will return to Canada from which we arrived roughly fifteen 
r years ago. It seems barely possible that we have been here that long. The time has flown by as it tends 
to do when you are learning new things every day and having fun at the same time. When I arrived I knew 
precious little about the Australian environment. My first impression, which turned out to be even more 
' correct than I knew at the time, was that things down here were not like they were back home in Canada. 
Everything was different, the animals, the birds, the plants and even the colours of the rocks and soil. In 
Canada rivers and lakes have water in them. Evergreen trees are usually conifers. The things you worry 
' about in the bush, the forest in Canada, are the big things like moose and bear. Not necessarily so down 
under where lakes and rivers are often dry, eucalypts abound and it is the small things like leeches, 
spiders and ticks that you avoid in the bush! 

A good piece of advice I received early came from one of our honorary life members, Margaret Cameron. 
‘You might be interested in birds’, she said ‘but join the Field Naturalists. That way you’ll learn about 
' everything. It will make you a better birder’. She was right and it is to the members of the Club that I owe 
a debt of gratitude. Most of what I know about the local environment and the fauna and flora of Australia 
more generally I have learned from you. Collectively you know an amazing amount about the natural 
history of the Geelong region. This knowledge and our records, especially of birds, are an invaluable 
resource in the fight to protect the best of our natural heritage from inappropriate development. The best 
of arguments fail unless they are supported with facts. In large measure the Club has the facts for our 
region. It is important that we build on these and keep them up to date. Development pressures will not 
be going away. This is a beautiful part of the country as we all know and as such it attracts many people 
looking for a retirement home or a more agreeable place to live than a major city. All members can help 
r with this. Every record you submit helps a little bit. Keep up the good work. 

We are looking forward to our move where we can re-acquaint ourselves with migrating warblers, 
r woodpeckers and sapsuckers, twenty-six species of gulls (all with at least two and most with three distinct 
plumages as they mature) and thirty-five species of sparrows! We will however miss the kookaburras, 
cockatoos, parrots, honeyeaters, robins and the rest of the local bird-life. Most of all, however, we will 
miss your friendship and willingness to educate us in the ways of the Australian environment. We are very 
grateful. Thank you. 
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NEW MEETING VENUE FOR GFNC 


I he April meeting of the GFNC is the AGM and will be held at the Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room, 
corner of Eastern Park Circuit and Holt Road, East Geelong. The car park is well lit, and is just a short walk from the 
meeting room. Grant Baverstock will be talking about 


The Meeting Room has been recently extended and 
we anticipate that we will be very comfortable there. 
The library and other stock will be moved by van to 
the GBG building on March 15. A good deal of work 
has already been done to facilitate the move 
because we took advantage of having to empty out 
the storage room when flood damaged the carpet 
last month. A lot of sorting out was done by Claire 
Greenwell and others. Some library books 
(duplicate copies, outdated references etc) have 
been culled and will be put on a bookstall for sale to 
members. (More details p. 5) 

We have access to a storage room at the GBG and 
our library will be on open shelves in the Meeting 
Room. The library, as well as the libraries of other 
user groups, will be available to members at other 
times during the week but more details about that at 
a later date. 

Note: The Bird Group will also meet at the GBG in 
April but not on the regular night. It will probably be 
on the 3rd Thursday each month. Check the 
webpage for more details closer to the date. 


bats. 
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Leaves from our history 

he FNCV is 125 years old and to celebrate, a Symposium will be held in the Mueller Hall, Royal Botanic Gardens, 
on May 28-29. The Seminar is called Leaves from our history . 

An impressive list of speakers has been organised including our own Valda Dedman who will talk about The New 
Century Woman, Noel Schleiger, Gary Presland, Tom May, Ian Endersby and Alan Yen. Linden Gilbank is the 
Keynote Speaker. 

A professionally catered lunch will be served each day, as well as morning and afternoon tea. $130 (both days) or 
$70 Saturday or Sunday. There is also a formal dinner on the Saturday evening. 

VFNC Open Day 

T he Field Naturalists Club of Victoria is holding an Open Day on Sunday March 20, at 1 Gardenia St, Blackburn. 
Doors open at 10.00 am and there are displays by the Special Interest Groups, sausage sizzle, door prizes and live 
displays. Entry is free. 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
You Yangs 
17 February 2005 


n my first outing as a new member i was asked to do 
a write-up of the mid-week half day at the You Yangs. So 
here it is, boots and all. 

As we arrived in dribs and drabs at the information centre, 
Rob Ganly went looking for the Tawny Frogmouth which 
has been nesting in a tree near the car park, and he 
found it of course. In fact there were two of them. 
Perfectly still, and beautifully in view. Everyone had a 
good look. 

In fact, it was around the car park area that we did our 
best bird spotting of the day: Pardalote (Striated and 
Spotted), Jacky Winter, Rufous Whistler, Crested Shrike- 
tit, just to name a few that particularly caught my fancy. 

By the time the group was complete (12 members, 2 


... Magda Dodd 

visitors) we headed off to Big Rock, but there we were not 
nearly as successful as we had been earlier on with very 
few birds either in view or on call. 

As we tried to move further up the mountain, we hit a road 
block. Polly Cutcliffe, who as a conscientious group 
leader had only days before checked the area and had 
found all roads accessible, was most indignant. But there 
was the barrier, and we could not go past it. So we 
settled on inspecting the Eastern Paddock because Rob 
had reports that there were Button-quail in that area. We 
saw some more good birds there: Varied Sittella, parrots 
and lorikeets. Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Grey Shrike- 
thrush, Eastern Spinebill, but no Button-quail. We saw 
signs that they had been there (bare patches on the 
ground), and as we all left, Rob waved us good-bye and 
that’s the last we saw of him. If he hasn’t found at least 
one Button-quail, that’s where he’ll still be. 


Whistling Kite 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Common Bronzewing 
Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Tawny Frogmouth 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Spotted Pardalote 


You Yangs Bird Observations 


Striated Pardalote 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 
Red Wattle bird 
Noisy Miner 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 
Jacky Winter 
Scarlet Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 


Varied Sittella 
Crested Shrike-tit 
Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Restless Flycatcher 
Grey Fantail 
Willie Wagtail 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Australian Magpie 
Little Raven 
White-winged Chough 
House Sparrow 
Red-browed Finch 
Welcome Swallow 

Total: 44 species 


Next Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Baum’s Weir to Queen’s Bridge 
17 March 2005 

Leader: Rob Ganly 

his is Rob’s ‘home turf’ and his regular contributions to the Bird Observations page from this area bear witness to 
its interesting bird life. Rob is also very interested in its history and is happy to share his knowledge on the walk. 

The path follows the river most of the way so it’s easy walking. 

Meet: At Queen’s Park Bridge carpark on the eastern side of the river [Melway 227 E3/ 451 D4] in time to leave at 
8.45 am . Some of the cars will take all of the participants to Baum’s Weir. At the completion of the walk to Queen’s 
Park people will be driven back to their cars at Baum’s Weir. 

Bring: A drink and whatever you need to eat. (There will be no access to cars so these will have to be carried.) 
Finish: About 12.30 pm 
Enquiries: Rob Ganly 5222 1640 
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Mammal Trapping 

Point Lonsdale 


March 2005 


...Trevor Pescott 
(for Mammal Study Group) 


We have received permission from the owners—Sue and Michael Hanley of ‘Longueville’, 25 Gill Road, Point 
Lonsdale—to gain access to Buckley Park, east end. So I've suggested: 


4.00 pm set traps 

8.30 am check 

8.30 am check 

8.30 am collect traps 

(I will also do a late afternoon check.) 


Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 


2 March (tomorrow!!) 

3 March 

4 March 

5 March 


Access is off Fellows Road, and just past the golf course. Turn right into Gill Road. Travel to the end and into the 
grounds of ‘Longueville’, and drive to the home. 


Reedy Lake update 


... Trevor Pescott 


J ust a brief up-date on the drying out of Reedy Lake. 

Although the process had begun, the flood early this month re-filled the lake and Parks Victoria decided not to 
proceed this summer. 

The proposal to dry the lake is now due for 2005-06 on a similar time scale to that developed for this year. 


Club Librarian 

^3 ood news. Claire Greenwell has agreed to take on the task as librarian for the GFNC. 

Many of you will be aware that after four years Claire recently stepped down from the task as Editor of the club’s 
magazine. During that time she very ably produced a magazine that members could be proud of. 

Now she has taken on the task of organising the Club’s library in the new venue at the Botanic Gardens, and will be 
working with the librarians of other user-groups in that venue to provide a valuable combined reference library. 


Mid-week Bird Group 


Ciean-up Australia Day 


Advance Notice 

April 14 excursion: Aireys Inlet 


Leaders: Hans and Pat Streefkerk 


Sunday, 6 March 
9.00 am to 12 noon 
at 

Jerringot Wildlife Reserve 
Belmont Common 


(Join Claire and Den at the Bird Hide) 

Please bring gloves and rubber boots 
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Library Report & Update! 


...Claire Greenwell 


ur move to the Friends of Geelong Botanic Garden’s newly extended meeting room means that our library will be 
much more accessible for members to do their research and borrow ‘out of hours’—i.e. not just at meetings. Times will 
be advised after consultation with FoGBG. 

Members of the Committee made the decision to eliminate duplicated and outdated copies from our collection which 
was necessitated by the reduced availability of shelf space. These books will be valued along with back issues of Emu 
and Ibis and then offered for sale, first to members and then to a second-hand book seller. I have a list of the 146 
available. 

Rest assured that we will be keeping our copies of Belcher and other historic books as well as journals with a focus on 
Victoria, and in particular Geelong, which will be retained for reference but not loan. 

Our storage space is also much reduced and the decision has also been made that we will only keep back issues of 
the Geelong Naturalist, Victorian Naturalist, Wingspan, Muelleria, and Angair. Issues of other magazines, journals and 
newsletters will be kept for 12 months only. Back issues from our current storage room are available for members to 
take home. These include quite a few complete sets of the Geelong Naturalist, and incomplete sets of the Geelong 
Naturalist, Victorian Naturalist, Bird Observer an6 others. Again, please contact me (phone 5243 7047) before Mon¬ 
day, March 14th if you are interested in adding to your collection. 

Missing issues of the Geelong Naturalist irom our iibrary and archive coiiection: 

Vol 31: 3 (1 needed), Vol 37:4 (3 needed), Vol 37:8 (3 needed), Vol 40:5 (4 needed). 

If you have spare copies of these issues, we would appreciate having them to complete our collection. 


Plant Group 

... Dick Southcombe 

March meeting: As we will be participating in the Wider Geelong Flora Lecture Series please refer to the notice below. 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture Series (WGFLS) 

Tuesday 8 March 

lub members are invited to the inaugural session of the WGFLS at Geelong Botanic Gardens (GBG) on Tuesday 
8 March. 

• Please assemble on the lawn near the Friends Meeting Room from 5:30 pm for a prompt start at 6.00 for a 
guided walk through the 21st Century Indigenous Garden led by John Arnott. 

• This will be followed by a BYO Picnic Tea/ BBQ at 6.45 

• Lectures will commence at 7.15 in the Friends Meeting Room 

Leon Costermans - ‘Processes which shape the land’ 

Mark Trengove - ‘An overview of the ecological vegetation classes of our region’ 

The lectures are designed to promote a greater appreciation and understanding of our indigenous flora. 

Please advise Michelle on 5227 0379 or mharris1@geelongcity.vic.gov.au if you will be attending. 

Directions: Turn off Ryrie Street into Holt Road and travel straight through to the 5-way intersection. Enter GBG’s 
rear lane and turn left to the car park. (See map on p. 2) Be early as we are expecting a large crowd. 

I n conjunction with the lectures a field trip has been arranged for Wednesday 9 March to one of Geelong’s lesser- 
known Conservation Reserves in the Anakie bushland. Meet 9.00 am Wednesday 9 March at the Anakie Sports 
Ground. (Transport arranged to the site from there). We will be lead by members of the City of Greater Geelong 
Conservation Reserves Team. 
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Out and About 


...Valda Dedman 


iscussions at the plant group about arils and funicles 
set me thinking and took me back to childhood. 

/ had a little nut tree 

Nothing would it bear 

But a silver nutmeg and a golden pear. 

The King of Spain’s daughter 
Came to visit me 

And all for the sake of my little nut tree. 

This nursery rhyme reflects the value of exotic spices in 
earlier times. The golden pear could be the nutmeg fruit, 
which is pear-shaped and yellow. It splits open to reveal 
the single large seed, the nutmeg, whose inner covering 
(the aril) is bright red and the source of another spice, 
mace. In Malaysia the flesh is candied to make an 
aromatic sweet. 

Nutmeg Myristica fragrans was brought to Europe in the 
sixth century by Arab traders. It originally came from the 
Moluccas, the Spice Islands that Vasco da Gama claimed 
for Portugal in 1512. Production of the precious spice 
was strictly regulated, first by the Portuguese and then by 
the Dutch who gained control of the island in 1602. 
However, nutmegs were smuggled out to Mauritius by the 
Frenchman Pierre Poivre (also known as Peter Piper— 
was he the one who stole a peck of pickled peppers?). 
After the British took over the Moluccas in 1796, the plant 
became a plantation crop in the Caribbean and today the 
island of Granada is known as the Nutmeg Isle. 

A single tree can produce 2000 nutmegs a year. The 
flavour comes from oil of myristica, containing myristicin, 
a poisonous narcotic, that in large quantities causes 
hallucinations and even death. However, flavouring your 
dishes with nutmeg or mace is quite safe. In the Middle 
Ages magical and aphrodisiac properties were attributed 
to nutmeg, which was often worn in amulets. 

Australia has its own nutmeg tree M. /ns/p/c/a that grows 
in our northern tropical lowlands. As its name indicates, it 
is a poor substitute for the Asian spice, although it smells 
distinctly of nutmeg. There is no record of its culinary use 
by the aboriginal peoples, although they treated ringworm 
with the tree’s red resin. 

It is a long-lived species often found in the sub-canopy 
layer from sea level to 1000 metres. It is listed as a 
commercial timber tree; its wood is light brown, soft and 
easy to work. Trees are either male or female and are 
beetle-pollinated. Males produce three times as many 
flowers as females but female flowers last longer. The 
tan or mustard-coloured fruits can be smooth or velvety 
and split open to reveal a bright red lacy aril. 

Pied Imperial-Pigeons Ducula bicolour are known locally 
as Nutmeg Pigeons. A former scientific name 
Myristicivora spilorrhoa reflected their nutmeg-eating 
habits. They fly out daily in great flocks from their 


offshore breeding islands to feed in the mainland 
rainforests. 

Nutmeg is a favourite food of Cassowaries and Victoria’s 
Riflebirds and also of Musky Rat-kangaroos our smallest 
macropod and the only one with five toes, the first one 
being opposable which would no doubt assist in picking 
up fallen nutmegs. 

And what is an aril? It is a fleshy or membranous 
outgrowth on a seed, formed by the expansion of the 
funicle. If you have ever been to the bush with Leila 
Ramsay, you will know that the pink ring around a 
blackwood seed is called a funicle. It is the stalk 
originally attaching the ovule (the seed before 
fertilization) to the placenta. Funicles can be an aid to 
acacia identification. 

Ants, great seed collectors, often eat the aril and leave 
the seed, which helps germination. 


Ants don’t get the same chance with mangrove seeds, 
which start to germinate while still on the tree. Mangroves 
live in a harsh environment and give their seedlings the 
best chance to develop. 

Take a walk along the lower Barwon downstream of 
Sheepwash Road when the tide is out. Many of the 
mangroves along this stretch have died but under the 
healthy groves you can find plenty of seedlings. See the 
long stems that take them closer to sunlight and oxygen. 
They can survive being completely inundated until they 
grow aerial roots at 1-2 years old. Until that time they 
must store air in spaces in the stem. 



Pneumatophores and mangrove seedlings 


Continued next page... 














GEELONG NATURALIST 

See all the aerial roots, the pneumatophores, sticking up 
out of the mud like long grey knobbly fingers under the 
mature trees. Low tide is deep-breathing time for the 
mangroves, taking in air through lenticels—tiny pores in 
those specialised aerial roots. Mangroves live in the 
intertidal zone, in anaerobic ‘soil’ where their roots are 
covered with salt water twice a day. 

The species at Barwon Heads is the White Mangrove 
Avicennia marina. Its flowers are small, four-petalled and 
golden and its leaves are shiny on top and hairy beneath. 
Look closely to see dozens of tiny pores through which 
salt is excreted. Many leaves have funny raised circular 
patches that are home to gall insects. How do the gall 
insects cope with all the salt? The branches are 
patterned with several lichen species, some of which 
would be covered with salt water at high tide. How do 
they cope? Many special adaptations are needed for life 
in the mangrove zone and our knowledge of them is 
imperfect. 
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Wire-leaf Mistletoe flowers 


The most southerly Avicennia marina in the world are 
found at Millers Landing in Corner Inlet. They will not 

grow where the temperature drops below 4°C. They 
need unpolluted water and both tidal flushing and fresh 
water for optimum salinity balance. The recent Barwon 
floods should be of benefit in providing extra nutrients 
and silt. 

There is a revegetation program at Barwon Heads to 
restore the fragile mangrove environment, and a 
boardwalk has been built in some of the most vulnerable 
sections of the riverside walk. It’s a great spot to 
investigate. 


At the moment the Wire-leaf Mistletoe Amyema preissii, 
that only grows on acacias, is in spectacular bloom with 
masses of orange-red flowers. You might see a Wood 
White butterfly whose caterpillars feed on mistletoe. 

Tiny Chequered Blue butterflies hover about saltbushes 
which are full of little striped beetles. Royal Spoonbills, 
ibis. Pelicans, stilts, herons and egrets. Pacific Gulls and 
others feed at the river’s edge. The ancient gnarled 
Moonahs and the twisted forest of younger trees have a 
character all their own. And the mysterious mangrove 
world of trees between the tides is right beside you. 



Mature mangroves at Barwon Heads, and broken-off dead trunks 
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This Month 


...Joe Hubbard 


s most of you know ‘This Month’ is one of those 
What to look for’ articies in another guise, that is, entries 
from my diary. 

These entries were made at least one year ago, but, 
given that, in the short term, there will be little change in 
the order of the natural world, this ‘old’ information could 
be useful. 

Now, how you use it, is your business! 

And just to prove my point! 

Jerringot 3 March 2002 

The bars didn’t meet on the chest. It was a Bronze- 
Cuckoo, Horsfield’s. Met the cuckoo in the Black 
Wattles along the track. 

Clean-up Australia Day and a good turnout—plenty of 
rubbish as usual— we never learn! 

Grey day and nuisance rain. Main waters were well 
populated with resident birds. Latham’s Snipe were 
darting about—put up by all this unusual activity. 

The Knotweed was putting on its usual show with 
masses of pink flowers. 

So nothing’s new—the bars still don’t meet on the 
cuckoo’s chest, the snipe still make their annual trip to 
Australia from Japan, the Knotweed still flowers and we 
still abuse the environment! 



Slender Knotweed Persicaria decipiens 

Photograph: Valda Dedman 


Come into my parlour said... 

Newstead 17 March 2004 

The webs were everywhere, strung between trees, at 
head height. Unaware of them, I walked into one and 
was immediately taken by its stickiness and strength. A 
quick appraisal of the situation revealed a large spider in 


what remained of her web. She was quite an impressive 
creature with a light grey body of about 2.5 cm and long 
legs banded orange, yellow and black. 

I was looking at a Golden Orb Weaver Spider. 

Like a promenade 

Fyansford (Barwon River) 14 March 2004 

Rustle in the grass beside Val and as we looked back a 

Tiger Snake slid across the track behind us. 

Below us a Little Black Cormorant perched on the weir 
wall, just down from his cousin, the Great Cormorant. 

Purple Loosestrife was an eye-catcher, growing on the 
banks, in reedy margins, on rock islets, and sharing its 
space with a grey-foliaged tea-tree (probably Woolly). 

Strikingly iridescent in the sunlight the wing feathers 
(speculum) of a Pacific Black Duck were redrawn on the 
surface of the water. 

A small flock of White Ibis stood around on the rocks 
seemingly content with the day’s takings. One flew off, 
squawking. 

A Collared Sparrowhawk infiltrated the riverside trees 
much to the alarm of the smaller residents. 

Serendipity at work 

Tarra Bulga National Park 23 March 2004 

Misreading the map took us to Tarra-Bulga, lush fern- 
filled gullies, giant Mountain Ash and ancient Myrtle 
Beech, a wonderful place. 

It was serendipitous too when on the nature walk we met 
a stranger who led us to the nesting site of a lyrebird. 

She wanted just to share her ‘exciting’ experience with 
someone else! 

There we three sat on the bank above the creek bed and 
watched the bird scratching through the litter until she 
found the right sized stick. The half completed nest was 
only a few running steps and wing beats away, secreted 
under two fallen mossy logs and a canopy of ferns half 
way up the creek bank. 

Many trips were made while we watched—enthralled. 

Remember how I searched, and searched.Well... 

Brisbane Ranges National Park 20 March 2003 

We were looking for the Powerful Owl but only found its 
regurgitated pellets, full of bones. This had to be the 
remains of the possum on which it had dined. 

Marilyn Newish had found it in a Blackwood wattle close 
to the track in Anakie Gorge. Her clear and precise 
directions led us directly to the tree but it was obvious 
that we were a couple of days late. 

Continued next page... 
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That it would be still waiting for us was just wishful 
thinking—but you never know! 

Disappointment was ameliorated by the fine scenery in 
the gorge and other birds—Yellow-tufted, White-eared 
and White-naped Honeyeaters, the famous Brown 
Treecreepers and a couple of Australian Ravens. 

And six Koalas! 

To get you going... 

A little bit of rebuttal to my introductory remarks. From 
diary 17 March 2003 Tree Frog calling from under pear 
tree.’ I haven’t heard or seen one since and they were 
regulars! So there you go! 

But—in other places plenty of water—frogs calling. 

Count the different calls. Probably Pobblebonk [Banjo] 
Frog’s ‘plonk’ call—many together—a Banjo! Common 
Froglet ‘crick, crick, crick’. 

And how precarious life can be. Up at Newstead heavy 
rain brought pools to a dry creek. Much frog activity—but 
pools dry before tadpoles could metamorphose. 

To enjoy the Barwon River—join the Mid-week Bird 
Group excursion with Rob Ganly on 17 March. 

I don’t know where you can tangle with a Golden Orb 
Weaver but they are found in Eastern Australia. We 
found them in open forest. Harmless, by the way. 

But you can find leaf-curling spiders in your garden— 
they’ll even use an empty snail shell for shelter. 

Jewel or Spiny, whatever you call this one, either title is 
appropriate. Tiny spiders—^webs across low shrubbery. 
I’ve seen them in salt marshes e.g. Limeburners Bay 
near the Mangroves. 

Gosh! I’ve run out of time and it’s past the deadline! 

Must go! Cheers 



Leaf-curling Spider 
Phonognatha graeffei 

Photograph: Valda Dedman 


Free 


Environmental workshops 

rganised by Greening Australia, Colac Otway Shire, City of 
Greater Geelong and Surf Coast Shire. 

• March: Bats 

• April: Frogs 

• Apr/May: Fungi (with Bruce Fuhrer) 

Contact John Rees 5231 6910 for dates and details. 


Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys 


2005 

he official Orange-bellied Parrot survey dates for 2005 are : 

22nd May 
23rd & 24th July 
18th September 

Please record these dates in your diary. 

I thank all volunteers for their assistance last year and hope 
they may be available again in 2005. 


Tom Fletcher, 
Tel: 5256 3737 
email: tpf54@bigpond.com 


GFNC Website 


... Barry Lingham 

y\ny observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 
invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email 
address or phoned to Barry (5255 4291) so that they 
can be incorporated onto the site frequently. 

Members will then be able to find out about interesting 
sightings very quickly by checking the webpage. 
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Botany Bay weevil Chrysolopus spectabilis on Wirilda Acacia retinodes 
Lake Victoria, GFNC excursion 20 February 2005. 

According to Dave King another common name is Diamond Beetle. It was one of the first Australian invertebrates 
collected by Lieutenant James Cook's team when exploring Botany Bay. 

Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 

A full report of the February excursion will be in the April Geelong Naturalist. 


Did you know? 


...Lorraine Phelan 


When Carl Linneaeus introduced a binomial system of classification in 1753 he really started something. You 
wouldn’t think that giving something a name would be controversial but it certainly has proved to be so. 

Names come and go for various reasons but at the moment two Geelong people have their names attached to birds. 

Sir Charles F. Belcher was born in Geelong, educated at Geelong Grammar, and was a leading legal practitioner. 

He was also a very keen amateur ornithologist. He was a founding member of Birds Australia (the former RAOU) and 
the Bird Observers’ Club. In 1914 he wrote Birds of the District of Geelong, Australia. In 1912 G. M. Mathews, who 
wrote The Birds of Australia, described the Slender-billed Prion and named it after his friend Charles Belcher as 
Pachyptila belcheri. 

Herbert (Bert) Purnell was also born in Geelong and worked as administrator for Robert Purnell Carriers. The 
Purnell family had a huge aviary in front of their house in Aphrasia Street, Newtown. Bert often corresponded with 
Mathews and in 1914 when he described the Dusky Grasswren he named it after Bert. It became Amytornis purnelli. 
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Stick Insect, Ctenomorphodes tessulata {Grey, 1835), Phasmatinae, Phasmatodea 

...Dave King 

216/86 Church St. Grovedale, 3216 
kinqdf@optusnet.com.au 


I ntroduction 

Whilst taking a brief vacation at Skenes Creek, 38°43'29"S 143°42'49"E, in mid-November 2004 the writer 
inadvertently became habitat for a specimen of C. tessulata male. This occurred whilst returning from the beach and 
not until sitting in the caravan was I aware of something crawling up the back of the neck. After tenuously retrieving 
the passenger it was revealed to be a stick insect. How it became to be attached to the back of the shirt is a mystery 
as no trees were passed during passage from the beach. 

Stick insects, members of the family Phasmatidae, tend to be not often seen although they are not rare. Usually they 
are dispersed in amongst their habitat of eucalyptus trees, hanging inverted twig-like with little movement to reveal 
their presence. On occasions a population may dramatically increase, most likely when climatic conditions facilitate 
the hatching of eggs en masse. Moist conditions and suitable ground litter are essential for reproductive success. 
Female phasmids drop their eggs to the ground during summer, hatching the following August/September. Maturity is 
reached the following December/January (Hadlington 1959). 


Phasmids do not readily disperse, so on occasions 
when high reproductive success is achieved a colour or 
phase change may occur, as it does with locusts, known 
as kentromorphism (Norris 1970). High population 
density can have a serious affect on the host tree 
(Campbell 1967). In a number of cases whole stands of 
eucalypt have been defoliated and killed. 

Description 

The general appearance of the male C. tessulata is as 
illustrated. Overall colour is a mid-brown (burnt sienna). 
A small head carries two large compound eyes and 
three relatively large ocelli. Antennae are very long, 
each compose of 24 segments. Mouthparts are 
prognathous, having crescent shaped mandibles and 
prominent maxillary and labial palps. 

The thorax, composed of prothorax, mesothorax and 
metathorax, respectively support the fore legs, mid legs 
and fore wings, the rear legs and rear wings. The long 
and slender mesothorax has on its dorsal surface a 
series of small tubercles. The metathorax is shorter and 
stouter, containing the musculature of the larger hind 
wings and the hind legs. 

Long slender legs are termed gressorial (L gressus, 
stepping); the fore femora are curved proximally in order 
to avoid contact with the head when extended forward. 
Cross section of the legs tends to be sub-rectangular, 
the edges of which are finely setiferous with an 
occasional small spine. Each tibia is similar, without the 
spines. Tarsal segments are five, the first larger than 
the other four together. Each leg terminates in a pair of 
simple claws, between which there is a bulbous arolium. 

The diminutive fore wings or tegmen are opaque and 
extra tough in texture and would appear to have little 
functional ability in flight. Membranous hind wings have 
the anterior area as tegmen that covers the wing when 
folded. The main veins, for the most part unbranched, 
are interlaced with a complex series of fine veins, 
allowing the wing to fold fan-like into a compact unit 
lying along the abdomen and protected by the tegmen. 
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The long slender abdomen extends well beyond that of the folded wings. A dilated suture defines each segment. 

The terminal segment, in the male, is modified to form a pair of claspers bearing small spines, appearing much as 
teeth in a pair of jaws. These grasp the female during copulation. Between the claspers is a pair of cerci (Gk. kerkos, 
tail), unsegmented blade-like processes probably serving some tactile purpose. 

References 

Campbell, K.G. & Hadlington, P. (1967). The biology of three species of phasmid which occur in plague numbers in 
forests of S.E. Australia’, Forestry Comm. NSW Res. Note No. 20. 

Hadlington, P.W. & Hoschke, F. (1959). ‘Observations on the ecology of the phasmid Ctenomorphodes tessulata’, 
Proc. Linnean Soc. of NSW. Vol. 84, no. 2, pp. 152-158 
Norris, K.R. (1970) The Insects of Australia, CSIRO, Melb. 


Snippets from the Journals 


...Lorraine Phelan 


•Sponsor a platypus in emergency care. For each sponsored platypus you will receive a certificate bearing 
your name (or the name of a person you designate), a picture and description of the platypus and information about 
the area in which he or she lives. Cost is $10 (1 platypus), $18 (2 platypus), $25 (3 platypus), $30 (4 platypus). 
Details at PO Box 84 Whittlesea 3757 or www.platvpus.asn.au 


• FNCVwill be 125 years old in 2005. To celebrate, a Symposium and Dinner will be held at Mueller Hall in 
the Royal Botanic Gardens 28-29 May. More details on page 2. 


• The Friends of the Geelong Botanic Gardens have recently restored the grave of Daniel Bunce in the 
Eastern Cemetery. He was the first curator of the gardens. A commemorative plaque has been placed at the 
gravesite. 


• In 1975 Trust for Nature received 8 hectares of land adjoining Melba Gully State Park in the Otway Ranges 
through a generous donation from a private individual as part of a bequest. Trust for Nature recently donated this 
land to the Park and it now totals 73 hectares. Melba Gully will be included in the new Otway Ranges National Park. 


• If you are aware of valuable remnant vegetation areas in Victoria under imminent threat (especially where 
the local council does not have the capacity or willingness to deal with the threat) contact Andrew Booth, Environment 
Victoria 9341 8111 andrew.booth@envict.orq.au 


• On February 18 Governor John Landy officially opened the section of the Great Dividing RangeTrack from 
Daylesford through the Lerderderg State Park to Bacchus Marsh. 


• Mobile phones contain hazardous materials. Want to know how and where to recycle them? http:// 
www.amta.org.au/aoi.asp?ID=Recvcling 


• The Victorian Naturalist\/o\. 121, No. 6 2004 has an interesting article, by Michael Weston and John Peter, 
reviewing incidental reports of Hooded Plovers in Port Phillip Bay. 


• A casual scuba dive near a pier at Blairgowrie, near Portsea, has turned up an introduced species not 
previously listed in Victoria. It has been identified as a nudibranch Thecacera pennigera from the eastern coast of 
South America. For more details about Reefwatch visit www.reefwatchvic.asn.au 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 
15 February 2005 


...Barry Lingham 


Richard’s Pipit 

Speaker: John Newman 

T he GFNC Bird Group chose Richard's Pipit as the bird 
of the year for 2004. Members were encouraged to report 
all observations of pipits from the Geelong region. The 
analysis of the records is inconclusive, but there appears 
to be an impression of overall decline in observations of 
the Richard’s Pipit over the past few years. 

Richard’s Pipit {Anthus novaeseelandiae) was named by 
Vieillot after Monsieur Richard, a Frenchman who found 
one in France in 1815. Vieillot was unaware that that it 
was the same bird that had been previously described 
when found in Queen Charlotte Sound, NZ, during Cook’s 
voyage. ‘Anthus’ = lark, ‘novaeseelandiae’ = New 
Zealand. 


Classification and Taxonomy 

Classification of Richard’s Pipits has been a vexed 
question. The distribution of the Richard’s Pipit is 
discontinuous and fragmented, with subspecies variation. 
Officially, only one worldwide species is recognised, but 
recent work on DNA evidence supports four different 
species across the world. They include: 
i) Australian Pipit -Australia 

-NZ & NZ islands 
-PNG 


ii) African Pipit 

iii) Richard’s Pipit 


iv) Paddyfield Pipit 


-South/East Africa 
-East Asia 
-migrate to Europe 
-Middle East/ N. Africa 
-Southern Asia 


The Australian Pipit may be further split into Australian 
and NZ species. 


Subspecies 

There are four well recognised subspecies, but there are 
no specific differentiating field marks to aid identification. 


Similar Species - Skylark 

• doesn’t wag tail up and down 

• pale leading edge outer wing 

• Skylark may show small crest 

• short-legged, crouched stance 

• flight pattern, hovers & quivers 

Similar Species - Singing Bushlark 

• small, dumpy, finch-like 

• thick bill 

• horizontal stance 

• dark head patterning 

Other Australian Pipit Species 

• Red-throated Pipit (a rare vagrant to North 
Australia) 

• Pechora Pipit (seen once at Ashmore Reef) 

Habitat 

Open habitats such as 

• grasslands (native & exotic) 

• beaches/dunes/reef platforms 

• heathlands, herbfields 

• roadsides in woodlands 

• wetlands/floodplains 


Food 

Invertebrates 

• insects/earthworms/spiders 

• crustaceans/millipedes/snails 
Seeds 

• clover/grasses/thistles 

Behaviour 

• predominantly singles or pairs (especially when 
breeding) 

• loose flocks in winter 

• feeds off ground 

• opportunistic feeder 

• mixed flock feeding 


A. novaeseelandiae australis 
-most mainland birds 
A. novaeseelandiae bilbali 
-WA and into SA 
A. novaeseelandiae bistriatus 
-Tasmania and Bass St. 
A. novaeseelandiae rogersii 
-coastal N. Australia 


Voice 

Song...high pitched, pleasant, soft trilling warble or 
whistle 

Also several other calls: 

• advertising call 

• chirping call 

• alarm call 

• distress call 


Field Identification of Richard’s Pipit 

• medium small lark 

• brown above, white below, heavy streaking 

• complex head patterning 

• inhabitant of open fields and farmland 

• upright stance; lanky, long legged 


Social Organisation 

• monogamous 

• territories of 8-9 hectares 

• high vantage point needed 

Continued next page... 
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Nesting behaviours 

• usually solitary 

• very secretive 

• aggressive 

Distraction dispiays 

• ‘broken wing’ 

• ‘mouse run’ 

• ‘noise distraction’ 

Breeding 

All months, usually September-December; heavily 
influenced by climate. 

i) Site: ground nesting, in a depression. Well concealed, 

with entrance tunnel. It is the highest altitude 
breeding Australian bird. 

ii) Materials: grass cup, lined with fine grass/hair 

iii) Clutch size: 2-3, up to 4-5 

iv) Incubation: 14 days 

Breeding faiiure causes 

• predation by birds, lizards, foxes, ants, cats 

• trampling 

• desertion 

• flooding 

• mowers 


Movements and Migration 

South-east movements in summer. Tasmanian birds may 

migrate. Geelong appears to have little or no migratory 

movement. 

2004 Geelong Records 

• large numbers on Werribee plains and Western 
plains and lakes 

• best locations were dirt roads with little traffic, 
through open fields, canola or tall grass 

• locations with few sightings: trees, shrubs, houses, 
gardens, hobby farms 


Jain 

5%* 

July 

19% 

Feb 

6% 

Aug 

7% 

Mar 

3% 

Sept 

2% 

April 

20% 

Oct 

1% 

May 

3% 

Nov 

8% 

June 

21% 

Dec 

5% 


* Percentage of all Richard’s Pipit records for 2004 


There is still much to learn about pipits! Many thanks to 
John for his research and preliminary analysis of the 2004 
records. 


Bird Observations 
February 2005 


...John Bottomley 


S everal reports of very large groups of birds this month. There is something very impressive about large numbers 
of a species in one place at the same time. The 350+ Australasian Shovellers seen by Bryant Attwood at Gnarwarre 
must have been quite a sight. Rob Mackenzie saw a hundred White-faced Herons, 3000 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and 
approximately 400 Black-winged Stilt at Reedy Lake, always a good place to find something interesting. John 
Newman’s report of 76 Latham’s Snipe at Lake Gherang is unusual. This is a lot of Snipe to be seen at one location. 
They are usually seen in small numbers and are rarely reported in groups of over thirty. Good spotting John. It is 
gratifying to have two reports of good numbers of Little Egrets. We tend to take these beautiful birds for granted as 
they are easy to see in our region. We should not forget, however, that they are under significant threat in Victoria and 
that the breeding colony at the Grammar School is a precious resource indeed. Keep your eyes open for Gang-gang 
Cockatoos. We have two reports for this month and one from last. They should become easier to track down over the 
next couple of months as they arrive in town from their breeding areas in the Otways. A few can often be found in the 
trees in the parking lots behind the Library at Deakin University. We have a few reports of White-throated Needletails. 
These wonderful flyers are not reported in the numbers they were only five years ago. They are often seen flying from 
the west before a change moves through. See if you can see them. If you do, make sure you look for the odd Fork¬ 
tailed Swift. The two species are often seen together. Enjoy the last of your summer birding over the next month. 


Observers were: AW, Alison Watson; BAt, Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HGr, 
Hannie Groeneveld; HS, Hans Streefkerk; JN, John Newman; KC, Kay Campbell; KDo, Keith Dowell; KP, Kevin Price; LPh, 
Lorraine Phelan; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; PSt, Pat Streefkerk; RGa, Rob Ganly; RMc, Rob Mackenzie; RSm, Rosalind Smallwood; TFI, 
Tom Fletcher; VLJ, Valerie Lloyd-Jones; VWD, Valda Dedman; WG, Willem Groeneveld. 

Note: An error in Geelong Naturalist\/o\. 40 No. 9 listed GGa as Glenda Ganly. It should have been Geoff Gaynor. 


Continued next page... 
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Species 

Number 

Date 

Comments 

Observer 

Magpie Goose 

26 

31/1 

Reedv Lake N. SE of Moolao Station Road. One was a small 
gosling. 

RMc 

Blue-billed Duck 

5 

20/2 

Lake Lome. Drvsdale. A female and 4 ducklinas. 

PC et al. 

Australasian Shoveler 

350+ 

13/2 

Gnarwarre, flvino into the area of a larae dam at 10.00. 

BAt 

Australasian Grebe 

1 

22/1 

Gateway Sanctuary. Leooold. 

RMc 


3 

22/1 

Lake Connewarre NE. feedina amonast floatina weed. 

RMc 

Darter 

1 

17/1 

St Auoustines Lake, Hiahton. a female comina in to roost at 
20.00. Female roosting at 19.00 on 9/2. 

KDo 


1 

20/1 

Queens Park, a male, at 10.00. A male also seen at 08.30 at 
Buckley Falls Park on 27/1. 

BAt 


2 

24/1 

Balyana Sanctuary/Barwon Riyer 

VLJ 

White-faced Heron 

100 

21/1 

Reedy Lake N, offend of Moolao Station Road. 

RMc 

Little Egret 

11 

21/1 

Reedy Lake N. SE of Moolao Station Road. 

RMc 


25-30 

8/2 

Limeburners Laaoon Road, Coho. 15+ birds flew in from the 
Coho Bay area to the nesting tree where 15± fledglings were 
waiting for food. 

BAt 

Great Egret 

55+ 

21/1 

Reedy Lake N, E of Moolao Station Road, with many Royal 
Spoonbills 

RMc 


12+ 

13/2 

Breamlea. with yarious coloured bills. 

GMc, TFI 

Nankeen Night Heron 

2 

10/1 

Deakin Uniyersity, Waurn Ponds 

VLJ 


<20 

21/1 

Queens Park Golf Course, nestinq. Almost imoossible to see 
nests and roosting birds. Since Christmas Day at least six 
hatchlings/ nestlings/ fledglings haye been found dead beneath 
the nesting sites. One juyenile bird only seen perched in 
nesting tree. No juyeniles seen along the riyer. 

BAt 


1 

25/1 

Dickins Road. Freshwater Creek. 

HS 


1 

26/1 

St Auoustines Lake. Hiahton. feedina 

KDo 

Australasian Bittern 

1 

31/1 

Reedy Lake N, flew from near Moolao Station Road towards 
centre of lake. 

RMc 

Brolga 

3 

21/1 

Reedy Lake N. near end of Moolao Station Road. 3 on 31/1 at 
Reedy Lake NE. 

RMc 

Spotless Crake 

1 

27/1 

Point Henry, on the wetland area. 

RGa 

Dusky Moorhen 

3+ 

22/1 

St Auoustines Lake, Hiahton, 2 adults and only 1 chick (there 
were 3). The ‘teenage’ Dusky Moorhens sometimes feed the 
chick as well. There appeared to be 5, 2 adults and 1 chick, on 
6/2. 

KDo 

Latham's Snipe 

3 

21/1 

Reedy Lake N, sinale birds flushed SE of Moolao Station Road. 

RMc 


76 

6/2 

Lake Gheranq 

JN 

Marsh Sandpiper 

50 

31/1 

Reedy Lake N, SE of Moolao Station Road. When feedina, 
mixed with Common Greenshanks. 

RMc 

Common Greenshank 

15 

31/1 

Reedy Lake N, SE of Moolao Station Road. When feedina 
mixed with Marsh Sandpipers. 

RMc 


29 

13/2 

Breamlea. The creek mouth is ooen after a Iona oeriod, the tide 
was yery low and many species were seen including herons, 
ibis, stints. Royal Spoonbill, Great Egret. 

GMc, TFI 

Common Sandpiper 

1 

19/1 

Buckley Falls Park, downstream from Buckley Falls at 08.20. 
Also 8/12/04 and 29/12/04. 

BAt 

Sanderling 

1 

13/2 

Thomosons Creek mouth, with 3 hooded oloyer. 

GMc, TFI 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

3000+ 

31/1 

Reedy Lake N, SE of Moolao Station Road. 

RMc 

Black-winged Stilt 

400± 

21/1 

Reedy Lake N. SE of Moolao Station Road. 

RMc 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

2 

7/1 

Deakin Uniyersity. Waurn Ponds 

VLJ 
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Species (cent.) 

Number 

Date 

Comments 

Observer 

Hooded Plover 

3 

13/2 

Thompsons Creek mouth 

GMc, TFI 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

8+ 

31/1 

Reedv Lake N, included birds flushed from 3 nests with 4. 4 
and 3 eggs. 

RMc 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

15 

27/1 

Leooold. fivina SSW at 16.35. 

RMc 


4 

5/2 

South Valiev Rd. Hiahton. fivina over at 16.00. 

KDo 


2 

11/2 

Airevs Inlet 

LPh 


2 

12/2 

Wandana Heiahts, fivina N at 16.40 

LPh 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

1 or 2 

5/2 

Frvers Road. Hiahton. fivina S at 06.30. 

BAt 


4 

6/2 

Fairmont Road, Newtown, feedina on crab aoole seeds. A 
male perched on power lines and 3 others (at least one an 
immature male) feeding on seeds. 

CMo 

Musk Lorikeet 

4 

4/2 

Anakie 

LPh 


8 

7/2 

Leopold, includina at least 1 oranae-cheeked iuvenile. 

RMc 

Little Lorikeet 

8+ 

20/1 

Bucklev Falls Park, in flowerina aums at 09.00. 

BAt 


6 

10/2 

Leooold 

RMc 

Red-rumped Parrot 

5 

11/2 

Leooold. a pair feedina 3 beaaina male iuveniles. 

RMc 

Pallid Cuckoo 

1 

20/1 

Bucklev Falls Park, at 08.30. Two seen on 28/1, one on 9/2. 

BAt 


1 

11/2 

Stewart Reserve. Mount Duneed. at 08.30. 

BAt 

Southern Boobook 

1 

Febru 

ary 

Balvana Sanctuary. Has been there at least 6 months. 

RGa, KC 

Tawny Frogmouth 

2 

5/2 

Ocean Grove, one adult sittina on nest with one downv 
young. Very late in the season to have nestlings. 

CMo, KP 

White-throated Needletail 

4 

7/2 

Leooold. circlina about over the hose in the ‘calm before the 
storm’ between 19.22 and 19.41. 

RMc 


10 

11/2 

Airevs Inlet, fivina in curvina alides alona a forested ridae. 

LPh, AW 


40± 

11/2 

Freshwater Creek, in several loose parties iust above 
roadside timber. 

LPh 

Sacred Kingfisher 

1 

13/2 

Gnarwarre Road. Gnarwarre, at 09.45. First I’ve seen in this 
area. 

BAt 

Spotted Quail-thrush 

4 

13/2 

Switch Road. Brisbane Ranaes. flushed from tussocks near 
Red Beak Track. One male sat on tree branch, others 
disappeared into grass. 

BL 

Crested Shrike-tit 

2 

27/1 

Bucklev Falls Park, at 08.30. Two seen on river walk. 

Newtown at 10:00 on 10/2. 

BAt 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 

30/12/ 

04 

Station Street. Drvsdale. First we’ve observed in this area. 

WG, HGr 

Dusky Woodswallow 

5 

20/1 

Bucklev Falls Park. Included 3 iuveniles. 

BAt 

Grey Butcherbird 

4 

27/1 

Leooold. a pair with 2 iuveniles, reaular visitors to the 
garden. 

RMc 


1 

11/1 + 

North Valiev Road, Hiahton, callina most morninas around 
07:30. Present in February most years. 

VWD 

Australian Magpie 

100± 

15/2 

Pollocksford, risina from a paddock and fivina towards 
Barrabool Hills at 17.00. 

VWD 

Pied Currawong 

1 

13/2 

Point Lonsdale, callina loudiv from eucalvotus tree, then flew 
into neighbouring back yard to feed on ripe coprosma 
berries. 

RSm 

Singing Bushlark 

1 

21/1 

Reedv Lake N, over crop near end of Moolao Station Road. 

RMc 

Welcome Swallow 

loot 

9/2 

Gateway Sanctuarv, Leooold. fivina about over water and 
perching on reeds. Included many juveniles. 

RMc 

Common Starling 

300+ 

9/2 

Gateway Sanctuarv. Leooold. in several flocks. 

RMc 

Common Myna 

20± 

26/1 

St Auaustines Lake, Hiahton. Resident. 

KDo 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Biodiversity Group (in recess) Claire Greenwell 

5243 7047 

Bird Group 

John Bottomley 

5284 1554 

Conservation Group 

Dick Southcombe 

5243 3916 

Editor 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

Geelong Bird Report 

Marilyn Hewish 

5367 3196 

Jerringot Group 

Valda Dedman 

5243 2374 

Librarian 

Claire Greenwell 

5243 7047 

Mammal Study Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

Membership Officer 

Jan Venters 
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Plant Group 

Dick Southcombe 

5243 3916 
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Dick Southcombe 

5243 3916 

Web-master 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 


Coming Events 


MARCH 2005 

APRIL 2005 

1 

General Meeting: Christine Porter—Intertidal 

5 

AGM—Grant Baverstock—Bats 


Environment 

12 

Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

6 

‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 

14 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion : Aireys Inlet 


Leaders: Claire & Dennis Greenwell 

17 

Excursion: Bannockburn Reserve (not the Bush) 

8 

Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture Series 


afternoon/evening 

11-14 

SEANA Campout: Alexandra—Upper Goulbum Club 


Leaders: Grant Baverstock & Claire Greenwell 

15 

Bird Group: Marilyn Hewish—Boats & Birds in Norway 

21 

Bird Group: Barry Lingham 

17 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Baum’s Weir 



20 

Excursion: Pt Addis Intertidal area. Leaders: Christine 




Porter & Claire Greenwell 



29 

Mammal Group 




The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 28 March, 2005, 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 

Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx, if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 — OR — e-mail: lphelan@biqpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


The latest editions of the following references are recommended: 

Birds: Christidis, L. & Boles, W. (1994) The Taxonomy and Species of Birds of Australia and its Territories, Royal 

Ornithologist Union Monograph 2, RAOU, Melbourne. 

Invertebrates: CSIRO (1991) The Insects of Australia: A Textbook for Students & Research Workers, Vol 1 & 2, MUP, 
Melbourne. 

Mammals: Menkhorst, P.W. (ed.) (1995) A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia, Oxford University Press, South 

Melbourne. 

Plants: Ross, J.H. & Walsh, N.G. (eds) (2003) A Census of the Vascular Plants of Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens of 

Victoria, Melbourne. 

Reptiles and Amphibians: Cogger, H. (1992) Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia, Reed Books, Chatswood, NSW. 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided 
that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 

Geelong Botanic Gardens Friends Room. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 
[Melway Map 452 G4] 
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